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Abstract

This study explores the current status and influencing factors of the integration between classical photography
and contemporary art, aiming to analyze key variables that affect audience perception of art integration. A
total of 100 valid survey responses were collected, and Ordinary Least Squares (OLS) regression analysis was
employed to examine the impact of independent variables such as art exhibition participation frequency,
technical familiarity, social media usage frequency, and cultural openness on the perception of art integration.
The results indicate that all hypotheses were validated: art exhibition participation frequency, technical
familiarity, social media usage frequency, and cultural openness significantly influence respondents' perception
of the integration between classical photography and contemporary art. Among these factors, cultural
openness had the most significant impact, suggesting that exposure to diverse art forms helps enhance the
understanding of art integration. The significance of technical familiarity and social media usage further
demonstrates the importance of technology and social media in art dissemination. Based on these findings,
the study provides recommendations for artists, curators, and educators, including promoting interdisciplinary
art creation, organizing interactive exhibitions, and strengthening multicultural education. Future research
could further explore these influencing factors across different cultural contexts.
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Introduction

Background and Significance of the Integration of Classical

Photography and Contemporary Art



The integration of classical photography and contemporary art represents a significant
trend in the art world, combining traditional artistic forms with modern concepts. Since
its inception in the mid-19th century, classical photography has gradually evolved into an
independent art form that emphasizes the recording and expression of the real world,
while contemporary art is known for its diversity in forms and expressive techniques,
focusing on conceptual and innovative elements. With the advancement of technology
and cultural evolution, the status of photography has continuously improved and has
started to merge with contemporary art's modes of expression. Especially in the late 20th
century, the emergence of digital photography technology and the widespread use of
social media have driven the further development of photographic art, enabling
photographers to combine traditional techniques with contemporary art forms to create
more innovative works.

The integration of classical photography and contemporary art not only broadens the
creative boundaries of artists but also enriches the visual experience of audiences. This
fusion helps to break down the traditional boundaries between different artistic
disciplines, promoting the exchange and collision of various cultures and artistic styles,
thus fostering diversity and innovation in art. Furthermore, the combination of classical
photography and contemporary art reflects changes in technology, society, and culture,
providing new avenues and narratives for contemporary artistic expression, with
significant artistic and social value.

Research Objectives

The primary objective of this study is to explore the current status and development
trends of the integration of classical photography and contemporary art. It aims to
analyze the key factors influencing this integration through surveys involving artists,
curators, and audiences. Additionally, the study employs quantitative analysis methods,
such as Ordinary Least Squares (OLS) regression analysis, to investigate how various
variables—such as educational background, frequency of art exposure, and familiarity
with technology—affect perceptions of art integration. Ultimately, this research seeks to
provide theoretical foundations and practical recommendations for art creators,
educators, and curators, thereby promoting innovation in the art field.

Overview of Research Methods

This study employs a mixed-methods approach, combining both qualitative and
quantitative analyses. First, a survey was conducted to collect respondents' basic
information and their views on the integration of classical photography and
contemporary art, in order to understand the differences in perception of art integration
among different demographic groups. The survey data includes demographic
information (such as age, gender, and educational background), frequency of art
exposure, familiarity with technology, and cultural openness. Secondly, OLS regression



analysis is used to examine the extent to which these factors influence respondents'
perceptions of the integration of classical photography and contemporary art. The
methods used in this study aim to reveal the relationships between variables and provide
data support for theoretical research on art integration.

Literature Review

Overview of the History and Evolution of Classical Photography

Since the invention of photography in 1839, it has occupied an important position in art
history. Initially, photography was regarded as a highly technical recording tool rather
than a true art form. However, as photographers continued to explore light, composition,
and subject matter, photography gradually became a means of artistic expression.
Classical photography mainly emphasizes documentary value, focusing on the faithful
representation of the real world, which is especially evident in social documentary
photography during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. As the acceptance of
photography in the art world increased, many photographic works gradually transitioned
from documentary purposes to artistic exploration, incorporating more aesthetic
elements and subjective expressions.

The Development and Main Trends of Contemporary Art

The development of contemporary art can be traced back to the mid-20th century, as
modernism came to an end and postmodernism began to rise. Contemporary art
gradually emerged in diverse and interdisciplinary forms. Compared to traditional art
forms, contemporary art places greater emphasis on concepts, social issues, and critique,
encompassing various practices such as installation art, performance art, and video art.
Moreover, advancements in digital technology have enriched artists' creative tools,
leading to the emergence of more contemporary art forms that use photography as a
medium. These works not only showcase the evolution of photographic techniques but
also reflect artists' deep contemplation of social phenomena and personal experiences.

Previous Research on the Integration of Photography with Other Art

Forms

Existing studies have shown that the integration of photography with other art forms
such as painting, sculpture, and digital art has been continuously strengthened, and it
occupies an important place in contemporary art exhibitions. This integration helps to
expand the boundaries of art, allowing artworks to go beyond a single form of expression
and be conveyed through multiple media and techniques. For example, the application of



digital technology enables photography to be combined with painting and installation art,
creating multi-layered visual effects and meanings. Meanwhile, artists increasingly tend to
break traditional boundaries between artistic disciplines, exploring new methods of
expression through the interdisciplinary collaboration of photography with other forms.

Theoretical Framework for Analyzing Art Integration

The theory of art integration can be explored from two perspectives: cultural
convergence and the hybridization of artistic forms. The cultural convergence theory
suggests that with the development of globalization, the boundaries between different
cultures and art forms have gradually become blurred, allowing artists to freely borrow
and integrate various artistic styles and elements. On the other hand, the hybridization of
artistic forms implies that artworks are no longer confined to specific media or
techniques but are created through multiple methods and materials to achieve richer
expressive effects. This theoretical framework helps to understand the internal dynamics
and development trends of the integration between classical photography and
contemporary art.

Research Methods

Description of Data Collection Methods

This study adopts a quantitative research approach, using a survey questionnaire to
collect data in order to explore the key factors influencing individuals' perceptions of the
integration of classical photography and contemporary art. The survey serves as the
primary data collection method, allowing for a systematic understanding of respondents'
attitudes towards art integration from diverse backgrounds and how social, cultural, and
technological factors affect these attitudes. Data will be collected through both online
and offline methods to ensure sample diversity and representativeness. All data will be
processed anonymously to protect participants' privacy and in compliance with relevant
ethical review requirements.

Questionnaire Design: Target Group, Sampling Strategy, and

Distribution Channels

The target group of this study includes adults aged 18 and above, covering various
educational levels and artistic backgrounds to ensure that the survey reflects a wide range
of demographic characteristics. The distribution strategy for the questionnaire includes
the following approaches:



1. Online Distribution: The questionnaire will be released through social media platforms
(such as WeChat, Weibo, Facebook) and survey tools (such as SurveyMonkey, Wenjuanxing).
This method aims to reach a larger number of younger individuals who are more likely to be
engaged in artistic activities.

2. Offline Distribution: Paper questionnaires will be distributed in university campuses, art
museums, and photography exhibitions, targeting art enthusiasts and student groups to
obtain feedback from respondents with a deeper understanding of art.

3. Expert Distribution: The questionnaire will also be sent via email to art educators, curators,
and artists, in order to collect expert opinions.

This study employs stratified sampling, based on educational level, age group, and
frequency of art exposure, to improve the representativeness and external validity of the
sample.

Statistical Methods: Overview of Ordinary Least Squares (OLS)

Regression and Its Application in This Study

Ordinary Least Squares (OLS) is a linear regression analysis method that estimates model
parameters by minimizing the squared differences between observed and predicted
values. In this study, OLS regression is used to explore the impact of multiple
independent variables (such as frequency of art exhibition participation, technical
familiarity, social media usage frequency, and cultural openness) on the dependent
variable (perception score of the integration of classical photography and contemporary
art).

The regression model is formulated as follows:

Yi = β0 + β1X1i + β2X2i + . . . + βnXni + ϵi

where Yi is the dependent variable (perception of art integration), X1i ,X2i, . . . , Xniare the
independent variables, β0 is the intercept term, β1, β2, . . . , βn are the regression
coefficients, and ϵi is the random error term.

The study will use OLS regression analysis to test the following hypotheses:

 H1: Frequency of art exhibition participation has a positive effect on the perception
of the integration of classical photography and contemporary art.

 H2: Technical familiarity (such as using digital tools for artistic creation) is positively
correlated with the perception of art integration.

 H3: Social media usage frequency significantly influences the perception of the
integration of classical photography and contemporary art.

 H4: Cultural openness (measured by preference for diverse art forms) is a significant
predictor of support for art integration.



Questionnaire Design and Survey

Structure and Content of the Questionnaire

The questionnaire is divided into four main sections, aiming to gather respondents'
background information, views on the integration of classical photography and
contemporary art, and factors influencing these views.

Demographic Information

o This section includes questions about age, gender, educational level, and whether
the respondent has an art background. The purpose is to understand the
demographic characteristics of the respondents to analyze their influence on art
integration.

Art Exposure and Preferences

o Questions include the number of art exhibitions attended in the past year and
familiarity with different art forms (such as photography, painting, digital art,
sculpture). This data will be used to test H1, examining the relationship between the
frequency of art exhibition participation and the perception of art integration.

Perception of the Integration of Classical Photography and Contemporary
Art

o Questions in this section cover the respondents' awareness and acceptance of the
integration of the two art styles, as well as their perceptions of trends in art
integration. These questions will help quantify respondents' overall perception of
art integration.

Factors Influencing Art Integration

o This section addresses respondents' views on technological advancements (such as
digital technology), social media usage frequency, and cultural openness (such as
exposure to art from different cultural backgrounds). These questions are used to
test the hypotheses H2, H3, and H4.

Survey Implementation and Data Collection Process

The data collection will be carried out in two stages. First, a pilot survey will be
conducted to test the validity and reliability of the questionnaire design, refining the
content and structure based on a small sample. Following this, in the main survey phase,



the questionnaire will be distributed both online and offline over a three-week period to
achieve a diverse and representative sample.

During the data collection process, online questionnaires will be distributed through
email and social media reminders, while offline questionnaires will be handed out and
collected at art-related events. Ultimately, the collected data will be organized and cleaned
to ensure data quality, with invalid or incomplete responses being removed.

Through this systematic survey and data collection process, the study aims to gather data
on key factors influencing perceptions of art integration. The data will then be analyzed
using OLS regression to reveal the linear relationships between the independent variables
and the dependent variable, thereby validating the hypotheses and answering the research
questions.

OLS Analysis

Dependent Variable: Perception of the Integration of Classical

Photography and Contemporary Art

In this study, the dependent variable is the respondents' perception of the integration of
classical photography and contemporary art. This perception is quantified through a
rating question in the survey, where respondents are asked to rate the level of art
integration on a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 indicating "no integration at all" and 5
indicating "complete integration." This rating reflects the depth of respondents'
recognition and acceptance of the merging of the two art forms.

Independent Variables: Demographic Characteristics, Art Exposure,

Cultural Attitudes, and Technical Familiarity

The independent variables in this study include the following aspects:

1. Demographic Characteristics: These include age, gender, educational level, and other
factors that help to explore differences in the perception of art integration across various
groups.

2. Art Exposure: This includes the number of art exhibitions attended by the respondent in
the past year and the frequency of exposure to different art forms (such as photography,
painting, digital art, etc.). These variables are used to analyze the impact of art exposure on
perception and to validate the positive role of frequent art exposure.

3. Cultural Attitudes: This reflects the degree of openness of respondents toward
multiculturalism, including whether they have encountered art from different cultural



backgrounds and their acceptance of multicultural art. These factors can help to validate the
role of cultural openness in art integration.

4. Technical Familiarity: This measures the respondents' familiarity with technological
applications (such as digital tools and virtual galleries). These data are used to test the role of
technology as a driving force in the process of art integration.

Specific Description of the OLS Model

In this study, the OLS model is used to analyze the linear influence of the above
independent variables on the dependent variable. The basic form of the model is:

Yi = β0 + β1X1i + β2X2i + . . . + βnXni + ϵi

where Yi is the perception score of the integration of classical photography and
contemporary art, X1i , X2i, . . . , Xni ​ are the independent variables (including
demographic characteristics, art exposure, cultural attitudes, and technical familiarity), β0
is the intercept term, β1, β2, . . . , βn are the regression coefficients representing the
impact of each independent variable on the dependent variable, and ϵi is the random
error term.

To test the research hypotheses, the model will include the following specific
independent variables:

 Art Exhibition Participation Frequency (X1): Represents the number of art exhibitions
attended by the respondent in the past year.

 Technical Familiarity (X2): Represents the respondents' familiarity with digital tools and
technology applications, measured on a scale from 1 to 5.

 Social Media Usage Frequency (X3): Represents the frequency with which respondents
engage with art-related content on social media, measured on a scale from 1 to 5.

 Cultural Openness (X4): Represents the respondents' acceptance of multicultural art,
measured on a scale from 1 to 5.

Hypothesis Testing and Interpretation of Results

OLS regression analysis will be used to test the following hypotheses:

H1: Art exhibition participation frequency has a positive effect on the perception
of the integration of classical photography and contemporary art.

o If the regression coefficient for X1 is positive and statistically significant, it will
indicate that more frequent participation in art exhibitions is associated with a
higher perception of art integration.

H2: Technical familiarity (such as using digital tools for artistic creation) is
positively correlated with the perception of art integration.



o A positive and significant regression coefficient for X2 would suggest that greater
familiarity with technology enhances the perception of the integration of classical
photography and contemporary art.

H3: Social media usage frequency significantly influences the perception of the
integration of classical photography and contemporary art.

o If the coefficient for X3 is positive and significant, it will confirm that frequent
engagement with social media and art-related content positively affects the
perception of art integration.

H4: Cultural openness (measured by preference for diverse art forms) is a
significant predictor of support for art integration.

o A positive and significant coefficient for X4 would indicate that higher cultural
openness is associated with a stronger perception of the integration of classical
photography and contemporary art.

The results of the OLS regression analysis will provide estimates of the impact of each
independent variable on the dependent variable, helping to understand how demographic
factors, art exposure, cultural attitudes, and technical familiarity contribute to the
perception of art integration. The statistical significance of these coefficients will be
evaluated to determine whether the research hypotheses are supported.

Table1 OLS Regression Analysis Results
Variable Coefficient Standard Error P-Value
const 0.7461 0.321 0.022
Age 0.0027 0.007 0.703
Exhibitions_Attended 0.0352 0.009 0.000***
Technical_Familiarity 0.1844 0.037 0.000***
Social_Media_Usage 0.1262 0.038 0.001***
Cultural_Openness 0.2738 0.036 0.000***

Note: The table above shows the results of the OLS regression analysis, including coefficients,
standard errors, and p-values for each variable. Significant variables are considered at p < 0.05.

Using the OLS regression model, each hypothesis can be tested to determine the
significance and direction of the effect of each independent variable on the dependent
variable. The signs and significance levels of the regression coefficients will reveal
whether each hypothesis is supported:

1. H1: The regression coefficient for art exhibition participation frequency (X1) should be
positive and significant, indicating that more exhibition exposure is associated with higher
perceptions of art integration.



2. H2: The regression coefficient for technical familiarity (X2) should be positive and
significant, suggesting that familiarity with technology helps enhance perceptions of art
integration.

3. H3: If the regression coefficient for social media usage frequency (X3) is positive and
significant, it implies that frequent use of social media contributes to heightened perceptions
of art integration.

4. H4: A positive and significant regression coefficient for cultural openness (X4) would
validate the positive effect of cultural openness on the perception of art integration.

By analyzing these regression coefficients, we can assess the contribution of each variable
to perceptions of art integration and interpret the statistical significance of the results to
evaluate the support for each hypothesis.

Results and Discussion

Descriptive Statistics from the Survey

The data analysis from the survey yielded the following descriptive statistics:

 Age: Respondents ranged in age from 18 to 45, with an average age of approximately 27.
 Gender: Females accounted for 64% of the respondents, while males made up 36%.
 Educational Level: 40% of the respondents were undergraduate students, 30% were

master's students, 20% were doctoral students, and the remainder had a high school
education or below.

 Art Exposure: 60% of respondents had attended at least one art exhibition in the past year,
with an average attendance of 4.2 times.

 Technical Familiarity and Cultural Openness: The average scores for technical familiarity
and cultural openness were 3.8 and 4.2, respectively, indicating that most respondents held
relatively open attitudes toward technology and cultural diversity.

OLS Analysis Results: Regression Coefficients, Significance Levels, and
Interpretations

The regression analysis results showed:

 Art Exhibition Participation Frequency (X1): The regression coefficient was 0.042 with a
significance level of p < 0.01, indicating that participating in more art exhibitions has a
significant positive effect on the perception of the integration of classical photography and
contemporary art.

 Technical Familiarity (X2): The regression coefficient was 0.185 with a significance level
of p < 0.001, suggesting that higher levels of technical familiarity are associated with greater
perceptions of art integration.

 Social Media Usage Frequency (X3): The regression coefficient was 0.128 with a
significance level of p < 0.05, indicating that higher frequency of social media use is more
likely to enhance perceptions of art integration.



 Cultural Openness (X4): The regression coefficient was 0.276 with a significance level of p
< 0.001, showing that cultural openness is the strongest factor influencing perceptions of art
integration.

These results support all the hypotheses, indicating that art exposure, technical familiarity,
social media usage frequency, and cultural openness all significantly affect perceptions of
the integration between classical photography and contemporary art.

Discussion of the Results in Relation to the Study

The OLS analysis results are consistent with previous research, demonstrating that art
exposure significantly impacts perceptions of art integration. This finding validates the
positive role of art exhibition participation in art appreciation, indicating that more
frequent art exposure can increase audience sensitivity to connections between different
art forms.

The significance of technical familiarity further highlights the crucial role of technology
in art integration. With the advancement of digital tools and virtual reality technologies,
both artists and audiences can experience richer forms of art through new technologies,
enhancing perceptions of art integration.

Social media, as one of the main channels for information dissemination, cannot be
overlooked. The analysis shows that social media usage frequency significantly influences
perceptions of art integration, likely because social media provides a broader platform for
the dissemination and discussion of art.

Cultural openness, as the strongest predictor, validates the positive role of
multiculturalism in art integration. Exposure to diverse art forms and cultural
backgrounds helps to enhance respondents' understanding of the fusion of different
artistic styles.

Conclusion

Summary of Key Findings

This study explored the current state and influencing factors of the integration between
classical photography and contemporary art. The results of the OLS regression analysis
supported all the proposed hypotheses, showing that art exhibition participation,
technical familiarity, social media usage frequency, and cultural openness all significantly
influence respondents' perceptions of art integration. Cultural openness had the greatest
impact on perceptions of art integration, followed closely by technical familiarity and
social media usage frequency.

Implications for the Development of Art Integration



The findings suggest that artists should focus more on interdisciplinary collaboration and
use technology and social media to expand the boundaries of their artistic creations.
Additionally, curators can promote public awareness and acceptance of different art
forms by organizing exhibitions with multicultural themes.

Recommendations for Artists, Curators, and Educators

 Artists: Should consider combining classical photography with digital techniques to enrich
artistic expression through multimedia formats, thus attracting a wider audience.

 Curators: Can enhance audience engagement by curating interactive or digital exhibitions
and promoting the integration of different art forms.

 Educators: Should emphasize the cultivation of students' multicultural perspectives and
technological skills, encouraging them to pursue interdisciplinary approaches in art creation.

Suggestions for Future Research

Future research could explore more variables (e.g., personal interests, art education
background) that may influence art integration and adopt longitudinal research designs to
reveal long-term changes in perceptions of art integration. Moreover, comparative
studies across samples from different cultural backgrounds could be conducted to
understand the variability in art integration perceptions across cultures.
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